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Abstract

Some European nations recognized the right of petition in the thirteenth century A.D.,
but that right appeared in its modern sense just after the French revolution in 1789.

The Jordanian constitution of 1952 had adopted, like the previous Jordanian
constitutions, the right of petition as stipulated in article 17 of the second section of the
constitution related to the rights and duties of Jordanians: “Jordanians are entitled to
address the authorities regarding personal or public matter in the manner and conditions
set by the law”.

Since writing down this constitution no particular law has been issued to regulate this
right but instead it has been shaped up [by rules set up by the Upper House, and the
Lower House as well as by the Executive Authorities. Since the right of petition is very
important, my goal is to shed light on the nature of the right of petition and to show the
range of implementing it in Jordan as it is stipulated by the constitution. Moreover, the
right of petition is a legal way which enables the individual to get in touch directly with
the authorities and present acts of injustice upon the individual. Furthermore, the right of
petition gives the citizen a positive role in the political life and makes the authorities
more agreeable to the needs of citizens. Thus, the right of petition contributes to lay
down the foundations of a country’s legal state system which can not be achieved
properly in Jordan without establishing a law which regulates the right of petition of
accordingly.
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